
Police Aviation News     August 2008       

 ©Police Aviation Research  Number 149 August2008           IPAR 



Police Aviation News     August 2008     2 
 

PAN – POLICE AVIATION NEWS is published monthly by 
INTERNATIONAL POLICE AVIATION RESEARCH 
7 Windmill Close, Honey Lane, Waltham Abbey, Essex EN9 3BQ UK 
Main: +44 1992 714162 Cell: +44 7778 296650 Skype: Bryn.Elliott 
Bryn Elliott E-mail: editor@policeaviationnews.com 
 
Bob Crowe         www.bobcroweaircraft.com 
Digital Downlink        www.bms-inc.com  
ECS Downlink        www.enterprisecontrol.co.uk 
L3 Wescam          www.wescam.com 
Innovative Downlink Solutions       www.mrcsecurity.com  
Power in a box        www.powervamp.com  
Turning the blades        www.turbomeca.com 
Airborne Law Enforcement Association    www.alea.org 
European Law Enforcement Association    www.pacenet.info 
Sindacato Personale Aeronavigante Della Polizia   www.uppolizia.it  

LAW ENFORCEMENT 
AUSTRIA 
INTERIOR MINISTRY: L-3 WESCAM has been selected by Eurocopter to supply digi-
tal electro-optical and infrared (EO/IR) imaging sensors to the Austrian Ministry of the Inte-
rior in Vienna. The order includes four MX®-15 True HD (MX-15HD) EO/IR imaging turrets, 
which will be used by the Austrian National Police, with deliveries scheduled for mid-2008. 
The first EC135 helicopters delivered to Austria were not delivered with sensors. 
Each MX-15HD turret includes long-range electro-optical payloads and a powerful large for-
mat 20-micron IR sensor. The units will also contain MX-GEO Gen. 3—the industry’s most 
effective and accurate ease-of-use control suite. The suite’s combination of GEO-Location, 
Pointing, Focus, and Tracking technology will support operators in determining accurate 
subject geographical location and will reduce operator workload by automatically focusing 
the image and providing assistance in tracking objects. Continuous 24/7 EO imaging will be 
made possible in extreme low-light conditions, and even in complete darkness, using WES-
CAM’s CMCCD MX-Night Spotter and Laser Illuminated Night Spotter Technology. Moving 
Map and Nightsun interfaces will also be incorporated. www.wescam.com. 
 

CARIBBEAN 
OFF BARBADOS: During the first week of July it was announced that the British Royal 
Navy presence in the region, HMS Iron Duke, had been directly involved in the seizure of 
some £40M [$78M] worth of cocaine from an intercepted go-fast boast.  
The story received an enhanced profile because the heir to the British throne, Prince Wil-
liam, is currently serving aboard but the incident did not directly involve him.  
On June 28 the frigate HMS Iron Duke intercepted a speedboat off the coast of Barbados in 
a joint operation with the US Coast Guard. The US contingent boarded the ocean-going 50 
foot [15m] craft seized 45 bales of cocaine, 
weighing 900kg and  arrested five men. The 
craft later sank. The intercept was in a loca-
tion which suggests the boat had been en 
route to Europe or West Africa. 
 
HMS Iron Duke's Lynx Mk 3 helicopter hovers over the 
smugglers' powerboat, assessing the state of the vessel 
on the morning after all the drugs and personnel had 
been transferred to Iron Duke. [Picture: LA (Phot) Jay 
Allen] 

Cover Picture: An Armed Forces of Malta  Sud Alouette-crew, carrying a baby to hospital took this  picture of a Hungarian 
teenager being loaded on to another AFM  rescue-helicopter below as they passed by. Credit: Capt. Anthony Zammit/ AFM Air 
Wing 
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During the final week of July the Iron Duke was again involved in the interception of a ‘Go-
Fast’ boat it had been shadowing for some days. In this instance no drugs were discovered 
but the crew of the Lynx helicopter shot out the engines of the boat. It burned and sank. On  
that occasion Prince William was aboard the Lynx, but on this occasion he again took no 
direct part in the action. 
HMS Iron Duke's primary role is to provide a UK presence in the 
region reassuring and supporting UK Overseas Territories, Com-
monwealth countries and other friendly nations. This includes be-
ing ready to provide assistance in the event of a natural disaster. 
Iron Duke's deployment lasts for the core hurricane season, from 
June to October. 
Alongside this core role, the ship has also embarked a United 
States Coast Guard team to conduct counter drugs operations. 
Working alongside US colleagues, the Royal Navy is well placed 
to assist in restricting the flow of cocaine out of Central America. 
 
A member of Iron Duke's crew transfers the cocaine seized from the smuggler's powerboat 
onto the ship  [Picture: LA (Phot) Jay Allen] 
 
[Below left] The Go-Fast involved in the second interception burning. [RN/MoD] 
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CAYMAN ISLANDS: The ongoing and pained placing into service of a former UK po-
lice Eurocopter EC135T1 helicopter for the Royal Cayman Islands Police Service drags on. 
It looks as if most of the cautionery tales relating the setting up of a new unit were un-
heeded through inexperience and at least one head appears to have rolled as a result. 
The latest media story to have trickled out of the islands is that they are looking for an ex-
ecutive officer to run an Air Support Unit for the RCIPS. Only recently they consulted with 
an expert from the United Kingdom on how to form and manage the police unit – and this is 
12 months on from acquiring the airframe. The overall task is in the hands of Acting Police 
Commissioner David George hopes who replaced the now ‘absent’ Commissioner Stuart 
Kernohan.  
According to the report the UK based consultant was in the islands for a week advising on 
how the RCIPS might turn around the situation. . 
Belatedly the RCIPS is still seeking a suitably qualified pilot with at least 3,000 flight hours 
and is training officers to act as air observers in line with the British system. 
Even when these pretty basic obstacles are surmounted problems remain. One that has 
arisen in general conversation from time to time is the configuration of the airframe. In com-
mon with most UK police EC135s the helicopter is on high skids and fitted with a now famil-
iar McAlpine developed role pod. Although this has many advantages that suit the temper-
ate climate of inland UK flying they are seen as being negated in an island hopping Carib-
bean environment. The Cayman Islands are just that and [when someone sits down and 
bothers to write out the expected role requirements] it is expected that the aircraft will have 
a significant over-water role.  
As has been mentioned before in these pages the high skids fitted to this EC135 cannot 
have emergency floatation devices fitted. The simplistic answer might seem to convert the 
machine to low skid mode but costs would be prohibitive. Let alone the actual cost all the 
equipment and new fittings in the pod contents would need to be transferred into the rear 
cabin. In short a 3 month equip for service task that only a few contractors in the world 
would be up to. 
Still no date for the EC135 to enter service has been given but there are hopes for a meas-
ure of closure in about three months. Meanwhile the tendering process for a pilot, mainte-
nance and hangar continues without any guiding hand from a UEO to plan it all.  
It may be that a semblance of guidance has now been injected into the scheme of things in 
the wake of the relatively brief visit of the ‘UK expert’ but in truth the problems thrown up by 
this scenario of confusion can only be taken in hand by someone with aerospace knowl-
edge on site. 
 

FINLAND 
FRONTIER GUARD: Although they recently ordered 
new AW119 helicopters to replace their Bell JetRanger fleet 
the operator is to retain an existing airframe to undertake the 
surveillance mission into the future. Last month it was an-
nounced that they are to upgrade an in-service Dornier 228 
with new systems to bring the type into the 21st Century.  
The equipment, the MSS 6000 maritime surveillance system 
from the Swedish Space Corporation, will combine side-
looking airborne radar, infra-red/ultra-violet line-scanner, for-
ward-looking infra-red, still and video cameras, and other sensors with an Inmarsat Swift-
Broadband 432kbit/sec-per-channel L-band satcoms terminal for air to-ground voice and 
broadband data communications. 
In Finnish service MSS 6000 will be used for a variety of tasks, including the detection and 
tracking of oil spills in the Baltic, surveys of ship traffic, and search and rescue.  
The Finnish Border Guard selected this sensor suite to upgrade one 228 but has retained 
an option to similarly upgrade another. [Flight]  
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NIGERIA 
In Abia State it is reported that the high level of attacks on 
conventional ground based bullion and cash transit vehicles 
has led to helicopters being used to move money around for 
major banks. 
In Aba a helipad has been built at the police station to receive cash in the city. [Vanguard]  
 

RUSSIA 
MOSCOW: it is reported that a Russian company, A-Level Aerosystems, based in the 
Urals, is to supply a vertical take-off UAV, the Zala 421-06, to police in Russia. The Zala is 
said to be the first of its type to be supplied to a law enforcement agency in Russia.  
The Zala VTOL UAV is designed to carry video cameras with downlinking for reconnais-
sance and surveillance missions in urban areas and regions containing rough terrain. Capa-
ble of flying for up to 2 hours it offers a range of 40 km (25 miles) cruising at 50 km/h (30 
mph) up to an altitude of 2,000 metres (6,500 feet).   
A-Level Aerosystems is said to be the only manufacturer of unmanned helicopters in Rus-
sia. [Media] 
 

www.enterprisecontrol.co.uk
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UNITED KINGDOM 
EASTERN COUNTIES CONSORTIUM [ESSEX, CAMBRIDGE & SUFFOLK]: The 
operation is seeking the services of a full time ‘floater’ pilot to act as a fill in for the three air-
craft operation. Essex Police, the prime unit in the consortium, is offering between £51,489 - 
£58,254 pa, plus 5% floater pilot supplement for the post.  
Essex Police operates three aircraft on its PAOC on behalf of Essex Police, Cambridgeshire 
Constabulary and Suffolk Constabulary. Two EC 135s are based at Boreham in Essex and 
Wattisham Airfield in Suffolk and an MD 902 at RAF Wyton in Cambridgeshire. The EC135s 
are dissimilar in that the one operated by Suffolk is an EC135T1 ‘Classic’ without autopilot 
and the Essex aircraft is a T2 with autopilot. Even when the Suffolk airframe is renewed as 
part of the ongoing ‘bulk buy’ process the airframe will be a P2 with Pratt & Whitney en-
gines. For the pilot the difference is not significant. 
The operation is seeking to employ a full-time floater pilot to provide leave coverage at all 3 
bases, operating both aircraft types. The applicant must possess a current CAA Commer-
cial Pilots License (Helicopter) with RT License and a Class 1 medical. A need for a mini-
mum of 1500 hours total flying including 500 hours PIC overland with a significant propor-
tion of low flying and 50 hours flying at night (20 hours PIC). The closing date for this post 
was July 25 [Flight] 
 
KENT: In a presentation to June Parc Aborporth UAV event Chief Inspector Richard Wat-
son is said to have stated the prime reason for joining in with the multi-agency BAE Herti 
UAV project scheduled for service from 2012 was that it represented an affordable access 
to UAV technology and the possibility of sharing imagery. [Flight] 
Meanwhile LED lighting experts Oxley Developments Company Ltd have announced that 
they have entered the Unmanned Air Vehicle (UAV) market after securing an order to sup-
ply a suite of LED external navigation and anti collision lights for the Herti UAV. 
The fully autonomous Herti provides a surveillance and reconnaissance capability and the 
lights are developed to withstand the potentially harsh environments in which they are cur-
rently deployed on trials. 
Oxley has designed a custom suite of navigation, wing tip and anti-collision lights. Rugged, 
lightweight and low profile the Herti lights use high intensity LED technology pioneered by 
Oxley to meet FAR/JAR 23 lighting requirements, including 400cd white anti collision, in sig-
nificantly smaller packages than hitherto. They are qualified to withstand shock, vibration 
and other environmental requirements specific to the aircraft. The HERTI lights are coloured 
Aviation red, white and green as standard. NVIS friendly, covert and other customised solu-
tions are also available. The lights provide known benefits associated with LEDs including 
zero maintenance, high Mean Time Between Failure (MTBF) – typically 40,000 hours and 
low through life maintenance costs. 
BAE Systems exhibited the HERTI UAV and a prototype suite of Oxley navigation lights at 
the Farnborough 2008 International Air Show. www.oxleygroup.com 
In recent months the Herti has taken on a much more military facet with trial examples be-
ing operated under operational conditions in Afghanistan – including the carrying weapons. 
Ed: The UK police and other organisations interest in a less warlike variant of the craft to 
undertake coastal patrols in southern England has a nominal timeline likely to be 2012 at 
the very earliest. 
 
STRATHCLYDE: In another brief report on the events at Parc Aborporth Flight said that 
trials of the Cyberflight Cybereye flying wing UAV had given way to now flying the Prioria 
Maveric. 
Enquiries to Strathclyde saw this claim being rebutted. Strathclyde are still using Cyber-
flight. They now have the 'final solution' which means that the Cyberflight UAV has been 
developed to a standard more suited to the police than the military. 
For the record the Maveric™ is a single-man portable and operable craft offering immediate 

www.oxleygroup.com
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launch. It uses an advanced composite construction with 
flexible wings that allow for the ability to store a fully-
assembled airframe in a six inch tube. Prioria, Inc are 
based in Gainesville, Florida. 
 

UNITED STATES 
Erratum: On Page 8 of the 
ALEA Special Edition pub-
lished last week the caption on 
the Breeze Eastern image in-
correctly showed Don Roby, 
the former unit commander, as 
the person accepting the 
Globe. The person is actually 
the current unit commander 
Captain Gordon Skinner.  

The Editor of PAN apologises for the error in the caption. 
 
FEDERAL: American Eurocopter LLC has been 
awarded a contract with the Department of Homeland 
Security to provide US Customs and Border Protection 
with additional AS350B3s. This contract is an Indefinite 
Quantity/ Indefinite Delivery contract with a base year 
and four-one year options. American Eurocopter expects 
orders of up to 50 additional AS350B3s to the US CBP 
through the life of the contract. CBP already operates a 
Eurocopter fleet which includes 48 AS350s and 15 
EC120s, with five additional EC120s on order.  
The contract has the potential to total over $150M. US 
Customs and Border Protection have requested an ag-
gressive delivery schedule with an initial order of 17 

WINDWARD ISLANDS 
[NETHERLANDS ANTILLES] 
In a recent report it was claimed that the Justice Minister 
had claimed that the police helicopter is not suitable for 
police work and is being used as a “taxi.” He believes the 
Police Force has other priorities at the moment. 
The Minister claimed that the helicopter had been used 
again after the contract for it had terminated last year, 
causing the contract to be extended automatically. . 
He believes the police can use the services of Windward 
Islands Airways to travel to Saba and St. Eustatius. The 
Minister believes he can get more done with the money 
government pays for the helicopter. 
He has his doubts about the effectiveness of a police heli-
copter. As an example, he stated that while for past three 
years no helicopter had flown in Curaçao, armed robber-
ies had still decreased by 50% and car robberies by 60%. 
He has called for proof of what the helicopter can do and 
in particular the number of crimes it had solved. 

www.counterterrorexpo.com
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AS350B3s. These aircraft will be produced at American Eurocopter’s Mississippi facility. 
The first helicopter is to be delivered in 2009 with a target delivery schedule of one 
AS350B3 every 45 days when rate production is achieved.  
In spite of its age the AS350 is already in service with 75 agencies across the USA, includ-
ing major federal operators such as the Federal Bureau of Investigation, the Drug Enforce-
ment Agency and the Department of Justice. 
 
FLORIDA: Texas Aviation Services has delivered Bell 407 to Volusia County Sheriff’s 
Department on the east coast of Florida. This new Bell 407 is one of three to be used in the 
Sheriff’s emergency medical and law enforcement air support for all residents of Volusia 
County.  TAS provided an expanded mission-critical customising and systems integration to 
support law enforcement as the primary mission, with additional EMS technologies to trans-
port the injured.  Features included a state-of-the-art law enforcement suite, with moving 
maps for camera and thermal imaging overlays.  Onboard medical technologies include 
oxygen, air, vacuum and critical care primary life support systems.  The TAS paint team 
also provided a redesigned paint scheme to match the County’s ground units. [TAS] 
 
FLORIDA: Texas Aviation Services has been awarded another contract with the City of 
Tampa, Florida’s Police Department.  TAS will provide role fit on a new Bell 206L-4 helicop-
ter.  TAS had previously completed three Bell 407s for the police department in 2002 and 
2003.  [TAS]  
 
FLORIDA:  Since its appearance at the 2008 ALEA Conference and Exposition in Hous-
ton, Texas, the Orange County Sheriff's Office has added its new Bell 407 helicopter to the 
fleet at Orlando Executive Airport. Deputies first took delivery of the helicopter back in Janu-
ary and it has just been role equipped. The fin of the helicopter carries the names of all 
eleven deputies who have lost their lives in the line of duty with Orange County. 
The Bell cost about  $3.6M of which the County spent about $1.4M. The rest was financed 
with federal grants and from the proceeds from selling off another aircraft. [Fox] 
 
FLORIDA: There are reports that the Florida Dept. of Law Enforcement based in the 
north of the state are to transfer all three of their OH-58's A+ to other agencies within the 
State as a cost cutting measure.  
Ed: PAN understands that the three Bell OH-58’s used by this operator are N212FL c/n 
41262 71-20401, N213FL c/n 41251 71-20390 and N214FL c/n 41460 71-20599, all ac-
quired in the mid-1990’s. The passage of time may make this identity information  suspect.  
It would appear this operator is now concentrating on its fleet of Cessna singles. 
 
And finally: A small but important item accidentally left out of the recent ALEA Conference 
report was that a part of the proceedings on the last day—the luncheon—marked the pass-
ing of three members of the World Airborne Law Enforcement Association community. 
There are more whom we do not know the identity of, but in the last 12 months since the 
last ALEA event three men are known to have died on duty, two Italians and a single Ameri-
can. Regardless of membership of ALEA each known loss is commemorated on the ALEA 
Fallen Heroes web pages  www.alea.org   
 
Julio Baray, US Customs & Brder Protection, Texas.  May 22, 2007 
 
 
Eliano Falivene, Italian State Police, October 16, 2007   
Giovanni Ligouri, Italian State Police, October 16, 2007 
 
Giovanni was scheduled to be speaker at the November 2007 Police Aviation 
Conference in the Netherlands and his passing was noted at that event several 
times.  

www.alea.org
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AIR AMBULANCE 
AUSTRALIA 
ROYAL FLYING DOCTOR SERVICE: A new Beechcraft King Air B200C aircraft 
was named "RFDS Friends" at a function attended by Federal Health minister Nicola Roxon 
last month. 
The name was chosen by the Friends of the RFDS, who raised the $10M to buy the twin 
turboprop aircraft. 
Described by the service as the most advanced flying intensive care unit in Australia, it will 
join the fleet operated the Flying Doctor's South Eastern division. [The Age] 
 

SAUDI ARABIA 
EMS: Readers may recall that the recently instituted Saudi air ambulance service suffered 
a fatal accident to one of its two pre-owned BO105 helicopters. Despite this serious set-
back the project continues.  
Dr.Fatih Mehmet Gul is a Healthcare Programmes Director and International Affairs Coordi-
nator in the region and he has been promoting the expansion of the service in the region. 
He is the project manager for Saudi HEMS which is the first civilian helicopter ambulance 
service in the Middle East. He is also founder of Air Ambulance Arabia. 
He is promoting the Dubai Air Medical & Rescue Show on 11-13 November 2008 which will 
be launched alongside the established Dubai Helishow and will provide a unique and highly 
specialised exhibition that brings together the key players in the air medical and rescue sec-
tor.  
The show will focus on technologies and services involved with transporting patients by air. 
A number of web sites relate to regional air ambulance services in the region and these in-
clude www.drfameg.com www.saudihems.com and www.airambulancearabia.com  

www.drfameg.com
www.saudihems.com
www.airambulancearabia.com
http://www.bms-inc.com
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SOUTH AFRICA 
RED CROSS: Red Cross Air Mercy Service (AMS) of South Africa has ordered four 
AgustaWestland AW119 Ke single engine helicopters. These helicopters will be used for 
EMS and rescue tasks from bases across the country.  
The order marks the entrance of the AW119 Ke in the South African EMS market and fur-
ther strengthens the company’s presence in the Subsaharan commercial helicopter market. 
The AW119 Ke is ideally suited to carry our EMS missions thanks to the roomiest cabin in 
its category, its high cruise speed, long range and power for the most demanding hot and 
high operational conditions.  Over 170 helicopters have been ordered to date in more than 
20 countries by almost 80 customers to perform roles such as EMS, VIP/corporate trans-
port, offshore transport, law enforcement and utility.   
AMS is a non-profit organisation with bases in Cape Town, Oudtshoorn, Durban, Richard's 
Bay, Nelspruit, Bloemfontein and Kimberley that provide an air ambulance network, rural 
health outreach and emergency rescue service to metropolitan areas and remote rural com-
munities. Since its inception in 1966, the AMS has expanded its services to provide a com-
prehensive emergency aero-medical and rescue service to the Western Cape and Mpuma-
langa and health outreach programmes to the more remote communities of KwaZulu-Natal 
and the Northern Cape, who previously had little or no access to basic healthcare services.  
[AW] 
 

SWITZERLAND 
REGA: Rotorhub has reported that the new high altitude version of the A109S Grand be-
ing developed for the Swiss Air Rescue is leading to the marketing of an entirely new vari-
ant with a new set of serial numbers to differentiate it from the standard Grand. 
Around seventy-five ‘standard’ examples of the AgustaWestland A109S Grand helicopters 
have been delivered to customers but the latest version is offering sufficient additional capa-
bility to see it having a separate designation – purported to be AW109SP.  
The first prototype of the new variant first flew in May this year and this and a second proto-
type will investigate the capabilities of the specification.  
 

UNITED KINGDOM 
EAST ANGLIA: Following talks between Cambridgeshire-based emergency medical 
charity Magpas and the East Anglian Air Ambulance (EAAA), the two organisations have 
agreed to plan a merger. 
Both organisations provide a vital life-saving service across the region and have been shar-
ing resources and expertise in Bedfordshire and Cambridgeshire since September 
2007.  This service has been operated in conjunction with the East of England Ambulance 
NHS Trust, neither EAAA nor Magpas receives government or National Lottery funding so 

www.mrcsecurity.com
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both charities are entirely dependent on fund-raising and private donations.  
In addition to their own rapid response car, Magpas’ doctor and paramedic teams have 
been manning Anglia Two, the East Anglian Air Ambulance’s Eurocopter BK117C-1 heli-
copter and in conjunction with the Cambridgeshire police and their Explorer helicopter.  
The merger is at an early stage and both charities will now be working together closely to 
understand each other’s operations in more detail helping them to maximise the benefits of 
the merger and to overcome any potential difficulties.   
 
DERBYSHIRE, LEICESTERSHIRE AND RUTLAND: Supporters of the new 
DLRAA air ambulance are angry a charity associated with the previous helicopter 999 ser-
vice is still raising money locally despite having left at short notice and amid a certain 
amount of confusion. 
County Air Ambulance Trust, the old operator in the region, continues to place its collecting 
tins in shops, pubs and newsagents to support aircraft now operating outside Derbyshire. 
This practice is not new as County has long taken funds out of any areas surrounding their 
agreed operating areas. The practice has been highlighted by Wales and Thames Valley in 
the past. It is of course new to DLRAA fundraisers. 
Ironically they raise money for the County Air Ambulance helicopter, which finally moved 
away from East Midlands Airport in March, amid claims Derbyshire people were not donat-
ing enough money to pay for it. In truth they withdrew the aircraft because it was operating 
outside the area now taken by an NHS trust created in a recent health service review. The 
move to Staffordshire effectively solved that problem for the trust but created new problems 
for a region suddenly bereft of a helicopter. A new charity stepped in and launched the Der-
byshire, Leicestershire and Rutland Air Ambulance [DLRAA] and they clearly assumed that 
County would withdraw their established fundraising so the new group could raise the 
£1.5M they needed each year to keep the new service running.  
 
KENT: A memorial service to remember the three 
air ambulance crew members killed when their 
AS355 hit power lines and crashed was held on July 
25. The men lost their lives when the helicopter 
crashed on July 26, 1998, near Rochester airport 
killing paramedics Mark Darby, 37, and Tony 
Richardson, 47, along with pilot Graham Budden, 
40. 
Attending Rochester Cathedral were present and 
past crew, trustees and staff of the air ambulance 
and South East Coast Ambulance Service, and rep-
resentatives from other emergency services. [Kent 
News] 
 
SCOTLAND: It looks as if health bosses in the region are having second thoughts on the 
advisability of operating their ‘out-of-hours’ helicopters at reduced manning levels. A review 
was ordered after concerns were raised by unions and others over single manning of the 
helicopters.  
The service will continue to audit clinical aspects of air ambulance activity to ensure appro-
priate and safe crewing arrangements, and this will be subject to further discussions at the 
annual review of the Scottish Ambulance Service later in the year. 

www.turbomeca.com
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THAMES VALLEY: Following a period of crew training, and a few missions, the 
Thames Valley and Chiltern Air Ambulance took official delivery of their new EC135T2 heli-
copter G-HBOB last month. 
The helicopter was on show the Oxfordshire Golf Club on July 14th for the staff, volunteers 
and invited sponsors to view, with its first official public viewing being the Ferrari Funday at 
the Newbury Showground on July 20. 
The Thames Valley & Chiltern Air Ambulance Trust, launched in June 1999, provides a life 
saving service for the Thames Valley area covering Berkshire, Buckinghamshire and Ox-
fordshire. The helicopter is operated in daylight hours and is on call seven days week from 
a base at RAF Benson south of Oxford. It is operated by Bond Air Services and is leased by 
TVCAA.   
 
WALES: Until now, the Wales Air Ambulance has had to land in 
a park near the University Hospital of Wales, Cardiff and transfer 
patients by ambulance.  
Now an elevated helipad has been brought into commission that 
will allow direct access into the building, thereby reducing critical 
delays and additional ambulance journeys. The helipad has been built above the accident 
and emergency department.  
Cardiff and Vale NHS Trust, Wales Air Ambulance and pilots from the helicopter operator 
Bond Air Services have already run test exercises using the pad to iron out any potential 
problems.  
The £250,000 platform was built in 2006, but the delay in bringing it into service has related 
to the need to train a number of staff in a range of skills including fire safety to comply with 
the Civil Aviation Authority's (CAA) requirements.  
The Wales Air Ambulance has three helicopters operating from Swansea, Welshpool and 
Caernarfon.  The charity has run 9,000 missions since launching in 2001 

The Association of Air Ambulance Charities is set to benefit from thousands of pounds in a unique collaboration 
led by Round Table, the high-profile organisation for men aged between 18-45 years old. 
The deal is supported by the whole of the Round Table family including Ladies Circle, The Association of Ex 
Round Tablers clubs and the organisation for former Circlers, Tangent. 
The new elected National President of Round Table, Peter Manley, has selected all air ambulances in the UK as 
his national charity and each is set to gain considerably from this partnership. 
There are more than 600 Round Table clubs in the UK and Ireland with thousands of members who work tire-
lessly for their local communities while having a great deal of social fun.  
With 16 air ambulance services in the UK Round Table will be working closely with national Association of Air 
Ambulances Charities to ensure totally co-ordination of this unique national fundraising scheme. 
www.airambulancecharities.co.uk   www.roundtable.org.uk 
 

www.airambulancecharities.co.uk
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UNITED STATES 
The Association of Air Medical Services (AAMS) has expressed its regret about the contin-
ued accidents and incidents in air medical transport.  
AAMS continues support for H.R. 3939, a bill to increase the safety for crew and passen-
gers on an aircraft providing emergency medical services. This bill would make the neces-
sary, practical regulatory and other changes within the air medical community to promote a 
safe transport environment for both patients and air medical crews.  
AAMS is actively coordinating a meeting to continue effective dialogue between FAA Repre-
sentatives and Air Medical aviation experts to be held in Washington, DC. The purpose of 
this meeting is to study the recent challenges and identify short and long term interventions 
to mitigate risk and increase safety.  
AAMS held a full day Safety Summit in Dallas, Texas on July 25, 2008. At this meeting, the 
air medical community joined forces to identify effective safety culture and operational en-
hancements, and pursue a strategy for timely implementation. www.aams.org 
 
OREGON In Douglas County the town of Roseberg has a new air ambulance facility 
thanks to Emergency Airlift. The new addition should mean faster response to people that 
are severely injured in remote areas of the county. 
Emergency Airlift based at North Bend Airport and operated by Ed Langerfield is to base a 
helicopter and a fixed wing Turbo-Commander aircraft and a ground ambulance in a 
hanger, in Roseburg. 
The Bolkow BO105 helicopter will be dedicated to emergency medical services work on the 
west side of the Cascades. The aircraft are drawn from a fifteen strong fleet including three 
Bolkow Helicopters, four Turbo Commanders, a Lear Jet, a Westwind and two JetStream 
31s.  
The Mercy Medical Center in Roseburg will soon have a heli-pad at the hospital allowing the 
Bolkow’s to land right at the facility. www.emergencyairlift.com  

www.aams.org
www.emergencyairlift.com
www.powervamp.com
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FIRE 
UNITED STATES 
CALIFORNIA: With vast areas of the state still being razed by wild fires the hoped for 
rain resulted in another type of emergency arising at Lake Isabella. The area was affected 
by isolated thunderstorms that sent water and debris rushing down a canyon near Lake Isa-
bella resulting in evacuations to get clear of the flash floods. Over 3 inches of rain fell on 
parts of the massive Piute Fire in two hours. As a result a fire fighting helicopter had to be 
diverted to rescue two families from homes in Erskine Creek Canyon. Parts of the small 
town in the southern Sierra Nevada is under two feet of water and strewn with tree 
branches and rocks. 
California’s Governor, Arnold Schwarzenegger, has credited an unmanned NASA aircraft 
with helping save the Sierra foothills town of Paradise from a wildfire. This was in the wake 
of a visit Schwarzenegger made to a NASA facility to get a behind-the-scenes look at the 
help the aircraft has given to crews fighting more than 1,700 blazes that have razed 
829,000 acres of California this fire season. 
The plane is an adaption of the Predator drone used by the military. It can stay airborne for 
more than 20 hours and uses an infrared imagery system to identify hot spots and downlink 
images to firefighters across the state. 
In the case of the Butte County town of Paradise it highlighted the approaching flames in a 
canyon just east of the town where fire crews hadn't expected there to be trouble. Firefight-
ers moved crews around to deal with the new threat and ordered the immediate evacuation 
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of 10,000 residents. 
The $20M UAV spends most of its time as a NASA research vehicle, carrying atmospheric 
and remote sensing devices, as well as serving as a platform for flight testing out of  Ed-
wards Air Force Base in the desert northeast of Los Angeles, its seasonal use as a fire 
fighting tool has turned out to be an added value trump card but not one that can be relied 
upon because it belongs to another body.  Schwarzenegger is now looking to fund an in-
crease in the fire fighting budget.  
 
The California Department of 
Forestry and Fire Protection, 
CAL FIRE, has awarded 
DynCorp International [DI] a 
$137.7M contract to help 
suppress and control wild 
land fires.  
DI is the contract incumbent, 
and has been helping to fight 
wildfires in California since 
2001. The new contract will 
continue operations until 
2014.  
The company flies and main-
tains Grumman S-2T fire re-
tardant air tankers and OV-
10A aircraft, and fully main-
tains and services civilian UH
-1H Super Huey helicopters 
flown by CAL FIRE pilots. 
Operating from across California, aircraft can reach most fires within 20 minutes. The OV-
10A aircraft fly over fires, directing the air tankers and helicopters to critical areas for retar-
dant and water drops. The helicopters can also transport firefighters and equipment.  
More than 130 employees are directly engaged in this program, including 50 pilots and 77 
aircraft mechanics.  
CAL FIRE is responsible for more than 30 million acres of state land. Of 1,007 fires this year 
on state land, more than 99 percent have been contained and only three were active as of 
July 22.  

www.bobcroweaircraft.com
www.bobcroweaircraft.com
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SEARCH  
ANGOLA 
Heli Malongo is to set up a new SAR service in Angola using three Sikorsky S-76C++™ air-
craft ordered last month. Heli Malongo is an offshore oil operator based in Angola already 
operating 20 aircraft, plans to establish a Search and Rescue service to support the coun-
try’s growing oil industry. It will be the first SAR operation to serve Angola.      
 

CANADA 
UAV TRIAL: MacDonald, Dettwiler and Associates Ltd. undertook a Search and Rescue 
mission involving both an Israeli Heron unmanned aerial vehicle (UAV) and manned aircraft. 
It is believed to have been the first of its kind in Canada. 
The demonstration took place near to the Canadian forces base in Suffield, Alberta and in-
cluded participants from MDA, Israel Aerospace Industries (IAI), the Civil Air Search and 
Rescue Association (CASARA), and Calgary Northeast Conservative MP Art Hanger, who 
volunteered his time to play the role of a plane crash survivor. The exercise was filmed by 
the Discovery Channel. 
The Heron flew a search pattern and with its IR and optical sensors it was able to pick up 
the wreck of an old Cessna aircraft that was a central part of the exercise.  
For the trial one ground operator acted as the cameraman while another controlled the air-
craft.  
After detecting the wreck and the ‘survivor’ the operators were able to direct an aircraft to 
drop relief supplies and then assist a ground team in reaching the spot. After the ground 
team reached the crash site Hanger was considered safely ‘rescued.’  
The $2.5M IAI Heron unmanned aircraft can stay airborne for more than 30 hours at a time, 
it has a wingspan of about 52 feet and can climb to 25,000 feet. It can be transported in a 
trailer when dismantled. 
Ed: For the commercial sector this craft displays sophistication, expense and a very high 
level of human resources. It would be interesting to compare the costs with a propeller 
driven fixed wing manned aircraft. 
 

MEDITTERANEAN: The migration assault on the southern borders of Europe 
that brought about the FRONTEX operations has increased in crescendo through the 
months of June and July. 
In the most recent incidents mid-July placed a massive strain on the stretched resources in 
the region. The Armed Forces of Malta's air and surface assets deployed at sea have been 
busy patrolling, rescuing and recovering illegal migrants from a number of simultaneous in-
cidents. Command, control, communications and co-ordination procedures and drills were 
in full force also at the AFM's Operations' Centre at Luqa Barracks, where information was 
being handled and relayed between Capitaneria di Porto authorities (MRCC) in Rome, Ital-
ian Navy assets at sea and various merchant and fishing vessels navigating in the area of 
operations. 
On July 9 the Gibraltar-registered merchant-seaman vessel Fehn Sky reported the rescue 
of twenty-four illegal migrants whilst it was sailing to the Libyan port of Misurata. In that 

www.shephard.co.uk/events
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pretty isolated instance Malta was able to refer the vessel to the Libyan SAR authorities, but 
within hours MRCC Rome was reporting that the Italian Navy warship Fenice had overheard 
over a VHF marine radio-frequency that the Tunisian-registered fishing-vessel  Dares Sa-
lem required the medical evacuation of an injured crewman from onboard. Malta co-
ordinated the dispatch of the Italian Guardia-Costiera vessel CP405 to the scenario to pro-
vide the medical assistance required. The 30-year old crewman was found to have suffered 
a very severe laceration on one of his hands, and was taken to Lampedusa for urgent medi-
cal treatment. 
The Maltese-fishing vessel Laura-2 reported from a position 61nm south-west of Malta, they 
were accosted by a number of illegal migrants whose boat soon capsized and they required 
immediate assistance. Twenty five migrants were recovered but 3 corpses were subse-
quently sighted in the water nearby. The AFM's Maritime Squadron patrol-craft P-52 was 
immediately dispatched to the scene with the duty Islander aircraft scrambled to the area as 
well. The dead were all women. The survivors were landed in Malta aboard P-32. 
Meanwhile further to a number of phone calls received by the AFM Ops Centre from a num-
ber of migrants in local open centres as well as from relatives overseas, a number of major 
efforts were set into motion to track down a boat full of illegal migrants who were reported in 
distress in the Libyan SAR region of responsibility. The AFM dispatched its Islander fixed-
wing aircraft as well as an Alouette-rescue helicopter to search for the reported boat. Spo-
radic contact with the migrants over a satellite-phone, as well as the assistance of the cargo
-vessel Fehn Sky subsequently allowed the localisation through a GPS satellite of the mi-
grants' boat by the Italian Navy warship Fenice which was patrolling in sector on Operation 
Nautilus 2008. 
The Fenice took on board the 86 migrants, including 3 women - two of whom were preg-
nant, and later proceeded to outside the Grand Harbour where from a shuttle service to dis-
embark the migrants was performed in four trips by AFM SAR-launch Melita 2. 
Until this point the AFM had been all too happy to bring in the media to spread the word of 
their plight, but enough was enough and they started to refuse access to the usual landing 
point into the islands at Haywarf in Grand Harbour.  
On July 12 a boat of migrants was intercepted by a Swift-class patrol boat of the Armed 
forces of Malta, in a position just a mile and quarter off the southern port of Marsaxlokk. The 
previous evening the merchant vessel NS Consul had reported a similar vessel some 35nm 
Marsaxlokk. At that time they were making a steady 2-3 knots in fairly good sea conditions. 
The Maritime Squadron's P-23 patrol boat intercepted the same fibre-glass boat, laden 
with 22 males and 6 females, which was by this time at a standstill idling in the water with 
an engine failure and taking in water. The boat was towed into harbour and the police called 
out. 
As if that were not enough, the next day, July 13, the AFM 
Operations' Centre and the Italian SAR organisation were 
alerted to the presence of a vessel carrying over 300 ille-
gal migrants in distress in a position 105 nautical miles 
south-west of Malta. It was just one of three vessels re-
ported on the same day. An estimated 500 clandestine 
migrants were aboard the three vessels.  
To overcome the expected difficulties posed by the dis-
tance from Malta the merchant vessel Hathor was diverted 
to the scene as a first immediate response to render assis-
tance as required. In the meantime, the Maritime Squad-
ron's Protector-class vessel P-51 was dispatched to the 
area. 
Hathor reported that some 340 persons were onboard a 
20-metre fishing-boat, which  was in difficulty and taking in 
water in worsening weather conditions. During a brief con-
tact between the two vessels, some 26 migrants managed 
to get on board Hathor. 
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On arrival P-51 relieved Hathor of its boarders. Meanwhile the overloaded fishing-vessel 
continued to proceed slowly towards Lampedusa, monitored by P-51.  The other AFM pro-
tector-class vessel P-52 was being deployed to the area to render support to P-51 but fur-
ther developments were to alter that plan.  
In another incidents at least three migrants drowned after leaping from a motorised dinghy 
off Lampedusa as the Italian coast guard approached, ten more migrants were reported 
missing. The Italian warship Fenice was contacted by the fishing-vessel Grecale with a re-
port that it had rescued 28 illegal migrants from a capsized boat in a position some 36nm to 
the south of Malta. P-52. was diverted to render assistance. 
Meanwhile Fenice rescued another group of 47 migrants from the sea in a position 63nm 
from Lampedusa and 116nm from Malta. In a search conducted in the area for a number 
dispersed migrants, an Italian Navy Atlantic aircraft sighted the corpse of one young male 
migrant wearing a lifejacket, which was signalled to the Fenice for recovery.  

 
Concurrent to these migrant diversions 
searches were conducted for the over-
due locally registered 12 metre fishing 
vessel Simshar and its five man crew. 
The AFM put up an Islander aircraft 
and the Malta based Italian Air Force 
SAR helicopter – an AB212 - con-
ducted morning searches, whilst Si-
gonella based  Italian Navy Atlantic air-
craft and a US Navy 6th Fleet Lockheed 
P3-Orion aircraft conducted afternoon 
searches. On July 16, a week after the 
last contact with the fishing vessel and 

five days after she was due back in port, some flotsam wreckage was sighted by some local 
fisherman aiding in the search. An Alouette was also deployed to the reported area, 28 
miles to the west of Malta, to conduct a broader search, it was later confirmed that the flot-
sam found was not from the Simshar. 
On July 17 the search was continued by the AB212 helicopter of the Italian Military Mission. 
Late in the afternoon a local fishing vessel reported sighting a corpse 58nm WSW of Malta. 
Patrol craft P51 recovered the corpse and took it to Malta. The find concentrated the search 
area and later the following day a second body was found by the helicopter. 
The site was marked by flare and a fishing vessel homed in on the area to stand by while an 
AFM patrol  vessel arrived. Shortly afterwards another fishing vessel found Mr Simon 
Bugeja alive nearby. The AB212 was dispatched to the scene and evacuated Mr Bugeja 
who was flown directly to hospital. 
Eventually efforts to find the last two missing persons including Mr Bugeja’s 11-year old son 
and a Somali crewman located the crewman but had to be scaled down in the knowledge 
that the boy was dead when last seen by his father. Nonetheless the search efforts involved 
sorties by the AB212 helicopters, an Italian Navy Atlantic and a Guardia di Finanza AB412.  
It transpired that the Simshar suffered a catastrophic engine failure followed by a fire which 
put all five of them in the water with a motley collection of buoyant objects they gathered 
together as a raft. 
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Those heavy ‘business days’ for the Frontex forces in mid-July should not be taken as being 
in any way unusual. Looking back into June shows that the peaking in effort during July was 
merely a continuation of a state of affairs that had been building up since that first small 
boat of the season was towed to Haywarf in May. 
 
On June 20 the French Navy and an AFM patrol 
craft were assisting an Italian  registered fishing-
vessel Gambero for the second time in a week. 
This time it was 52nm off Malta and involving the 
MRCC’s in both France and Italy, the Italian ves-
sel Fenice, a French vessel Germinal and a heli-
copter from the latter. The French Navy warship 
Germinal crambled its helicopter at 22.32hrs with 
a navy doctor and nurse onboard to render assis-
tance to the rescued migrants on the Gambero. 
The French helicopter maintained a search pattern 
in the immediate area for a migrant reported miss-
ing in the water until the P-52 arrived on the scene 
at 01.15hrs the next day. In the lee of the larger 
French frigate a mid-sea transfer of the 21 males, 4 females and infant was made from the 
Gambero to the P-52 in choppy seas. .  
On June 23 the tug boat Minku reported overhearing a radio communication in which men-
tioned a small boat with 28 illegal migrants onboard (22 Male, 5 Female and 1 baby) 45nm 
south of Malta was in its area. Later Minku took all the migrants on board after they as-
sessed the situation and considered it as dangerous for their life. That incident took the P32 
out to sea all day as they picked up the migrants from the tug and took them to Malta. 
Because the available assets were already tied up a report from the MV Sveti Jeri concern-
ing a small boat with 27 migrants on board (25 Male and 2 female) 20nm south west of 
Malta fell to an Air Wing Alouette rescue-helicopter to deal with. The helicopter spotted the 
boat of migrants and an AFM dinghy was subsequently dispatched  to intercept it one mile 
off the port of Mgarr, Gozo. 
On June 25 the tug Akwadem 2 reported the capsize of a small boat full of illegal migrants 
36nm south of Malta. An Air Wing Alouette rescue-helicopter was immediately scrambled to 
the scene, as the Akwadem 2 reported that had rescued 26 migrants of whom 4 required 
urgent medical attention.  The Alouette winched down a rescuer on the tugboat and took a 
casualty to hospital. The AB212 rescue-helicopter took onboard another two casualties.   
On June MRCC Rome was reporting a migrant boatload of approximately 80 per-
sons onboard through satellite phones they had in their possession. Direct contact was 
made and it was found that they were lost and that a civilian vessel had ignored their plight. 
An Alouette was scrambled into the air to search for the migrants' boat which was later con-
firmed in a position 37nm off Malta.  P32 was dispatched from its Haywharf base but failed 
to find the craft. Satphone communications failed. An Alouette helicopter again took to the 
air to search for the missing boat. It was learned that the migrants' boat had been located 
by some fishing vessels, and that the Italian Coast Guard vessel CP-904 Fiorillo was pro-
ceeding to recover the migrants and that an Italian patrol aircraft was also in the air. 
[MaltaMedia/Int Herald Tribune/AFM] 
 
On July 4 Gozo Police called up the AFM for assistance to an individual requiring urgent 
medical evacuation from the Blue Lagoon area on the small island of Comino. 
An AFM Air Wing Alouette rescue helicopter was immediately scrambled into the air, and 
dispatched to the scene. Hungarian born Peter Kolzkza, aged 15, was found by rescuer 
Lance Bombardier Thadeus Dimech to have a dislocated Knee. 
The teenager was immediately taken to a hospital on the main island for the required urgent 
medical treatment. [See cover image: Another AFM Alouette-crew, carrying a baby to the 
same hospital [Mater Dei] took a picture of the Hungarian teenager being loaded on the res-
cue-helicopter below as they passed by. AFM Air Wing 
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UNITED STATES 
INDIANA: With all and sundry kneeling before the altar of all things new it is perhaps 
worth noting the story about an Indianapolis man who is planning to make use of a 1939-45 
wartime aircraft as a search and rescue aircraft. 
Charlie Walker has just sent the aircraft – a Douglas C-47 Dakota built in 1945 – for an ex-
tensive restoration in Thomaston, Georgia and on its return Walker, a jeweller by trade, 
hopes to use it with the not for profit Indiana Air Search and Rescue he runs. The disman-
tled C-47 only left Nashville for Georgia on a 16-wheel trailer last month so an early entry 
into service is not predicted. 
 

INDUSTRY 
In Canada Phoenix Heli-Flight has taken delivery of an Eurocopter AS355NP helicopter to 
operate within its fleet based in Fort McMurray, Alberta. Phoenix Heli-Flight performs 
medevac, wildfire suppression, survey and exploration, passenger and cargo transfer, and 
other mission-specific rotary-wing work. 
This delivery marks the 500th delivery by Eurocopter Canada into the Canadian marketplace 
- an event made more significant by the AS355 NP aircraft offering advanced technology. 
The AS 355 NP is the latest variant on Eurocopter’s highly successful family of AS355 twin-
engine helicopters, which have collectively logged over three million flight hours to date. 
A new electric oil cooling system for the AS355 NP engine and main gearbox has been re-
designed to ease maintenance requirements. The new version also has Arrius 1A1 engines, 
which increase the one engine inoperative power. And, the aircraft boasts a 20 per cent in-
crease in payload. 
 
Bell Helicopter Canada, has opened its new 38,000 square foot Canadian Supply Center 
located in the Calgary International Airport's YYC Global Logistics Parks.  
Bells new Calgary home will continue to be the primary Canadian distribution facility for the 
company as well as an important addition to the Airport's growing trade community. 
The new location will allow Bell the opportunity to grow and expand its business, providing 
an increased ability to service market demands.  
 
Last month there was another round of official statements suggesting that the US Army was 
clearing the ground for the cancellation of the Bell 407 based ARH attack helicopter on the 
grounds of cost. The $6.2 billion armed helicopter program is being threatened due to pro-
jected costs soaring more than 40%  above initial estimates.  
Alongside the threat the Army was stating that it had a critical need for the capabilities the 
type offered so cancellation seems unlikely. 
 
Another Canadian story is that a company called Heroux-Devtek Inc., has announced a 
letter of agreement with Bell Helicopter to make major structural components for the new 
Bell 429 helicopter. The story broke a matter of hours after the latest threats from the US 
Army about cancelling the ARH military programme. The agreement, running until 2015, 
has an estimated value of C$57M. The Montreal-based maker of aerospace and industrial 
products will provide cabin, cockpit and aft fuselage components and subassemblies. 
Heroux-Devtek has also signed a contract with Embraer to provide the landing gear for the 
Legacy 450 and 500 business jets being developed by the Brazilian plane maker. 
Ed: The fairly obvious question is along the lines of asking what Bell intend to build ‘in 
house’ if the  ARH helicopter project does get cancelled. 
  
DART Aerospace Ltd., has received FAA approval of their Round-I-Beam™ skid tube for 
the Eurocopter BK117A1/A3/A4/B1/B2/C1 model aircraft. EASA and Transport Canada ap-
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plications have been submitted for approval. 
The Dart Round-I-Beam™ skid tube has long been a staple in the rotary wing industry and 
has received recognition around the globe for providing a high quality, easy to install and 
durable skid tube solution. The tubes for the BK 117 aircraft are LH/RH interchangeable. 
The central I-beam web in DART skid tubes absorbs most of the impact on landing so the 
tube maintains its structural integrity and, even with the addition of a central web, the weight 
is comparable to that of conventional skid tubes.  BK117 tubes come complete with full 
length stainless steel wear plates that are installed with a protective membrane between the 
tube and the wear plate, virtually eliminating any galvanic corrosion.  
 
DART has received EASA approval of their Interior Panels for AS350/355 series helicop-
ters. Transport Canada approval was previously received.  
DART Interior Panels are constructed of high quality impact resistant aerospace grade plas-
tic selected specifically to minimize warping, cracking and discoloration. Particular attention 
has been paid to ensure quality of fit. Currently DART is offering panels for the overhead 
and the aft bulk head where sagging and breaking are most common. The overhead panels 
come untrimmed for compatibility with a variety of ceiling mounted modifications. DART’s 
panels are available in light grey colour to match OEM panels. 
 
Exhibit space for the 61st Annual Meeting & Convention of the NBAA (NBAA2008) has offi-
cially sold out, with nearly three months remaining until the event takes place October 6–8 
in Orlando, FL. The total number of exhibit booths is 5,302 compared with last year's all-
time high of 5,257. More than 30,000 Attendees are expected at the event, with indoor dis-
plays and nearly 100 Information Sessions at the Orlando-Orange County Convention Cen-
ter. Additionally, over 120 aircraft will be on static display at Showalter Flying Services on 
Orlando Executive Airport (ORL). NBAA has now set up a waiting list. www.nbaa.org/2008 
  
Although certification of the basic type is still a few years away AgustaBell launched a SAR 
version of the BA609 at the Farnborough Air Show. The projected craft will offer fast transit 
speeds and helicopter lift capabilities to the industry at 
more than 300 miles range.  
At a cruise speed up to 275 knots (510 km/h) with a 
maximum unrefuelled range of 700 nautical miles (950 
nautical miles with auxiliary fuel tanks), the tilt rotor is 
able to search for and reach the target at twice the 
speed of conventional rotorcraft reducing the typical heli-
copter mission time by 44%. The BA609 may descend 
directly from 25,000 feet to a rescue scene at sea level, 
into a hover, for hoist recovery of up to 6 people.  
 
Chelton Flight Systems has announced EASA approval of Chelton’s Electronic Flight In-
strument System (EFIS) for use on Bell 206A, B, L-series, and 407 light single helicopters. 
The Chelton EFIS uses 3D graphic technology to translate the terrain ahead of and around 
the helicopter into a simple, real-time visual picture. This helps the pilot “see” aircraft posi-
tion in relation to its surroundings regardless of darkness or weather conditions. The display 
reduces instrument scanning and pilot fatigue by consolidating readings of several instru-
ments into one efficient tool, resulting in safer execution of flight plans and procedures. Fur-
ther enhancing situational awareness and flight safety, Chelton’s EFIS offers Highway-In-

www.helitecheurope.co.uk
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The-Sky (HITS), making it possible to fly with ILS precision to any point in the world, and 
Helicopter TAWS (HTAWS), which delivers visual and audio clues when terrain or obstacles 
present a hazard. 
A certification condition is that Chelton’s newest software package, version 6.0B, be in-
stalled on the EFIS.  
 
The USBField range is the only one that features rein-
forced cables and metal-bodied connectors. It is also one 
of the few ranges providing solutions for USB A and USB 
B connections. 
The sheaths of the USB leads are reinforced with double 
shielding. They comply with Fire and Smoke regulations, 
i.e. they are self-extinguishing and halogen-free (UL94-
V0). 
All these solutions ensure excellent resistance to industrial 
and military environments: IP67 waterproofing and resis-
tance to salt spray for 48 to 500 hours depending on the type protection. They can be used 
in a wide temperature range, from -40°C to +85°C. The locking system uses a screw thread, 
and it incorporates an anti-uncoupling system that provides very good levels of resistance to 
vibrations and impacts. 
The Amphenol offer also includes versions dedicated to applications subjected to major lev-
els of disturbances due to electromagnetic fields, together with hardened, lockable USB 
sticks with up to 32 Gb of memory, and featuring the same technical characteristics. 
The range fully complies with the USB 2 standard, providing flows of up to 480 Mb/s for Full 
Speed USB. 
The connectors are very easy to install. They can be fitted on standard USB cables in just a 
few seconds to convert them into IP67 leads. They can be installed without tools. See ani-
mation: http://www.usbfield.com/animUSBF.htm 
 
Cessna Aircraft have announced the achievement of European Aviation Safety Agency 
certification to deliver Caravan models with Garmin G1000 integrated avionics as standard 
equipment. 
Cessna earned Federal Aviation Administration certification for the upgraded configuration 
and began deliveries in April.  Cessna took a record 272 Caravan orders in 2007, and or-
ders continue to be brisk this year.  
Cessna customers now will find the G1000 package on every aircraft ranging from the Sky-
hawk single-engine piston 
through the Citation Mustang 
entry-level business jet. 
The Garmin G1000 system 
designed for the Caravan 
line – the Cessna 208, the 
Grand Caravan (208B) and 
the Super Cargomaster – 
includes three 10" displays 
and incorporates the 
GFC700, an integrated, dual
-channel digital autopilot. 
Other features include a 
flight director, go-around 
mode, Wide Area Augmen-
tation System and SafeTax-
iTM. Radar, TAWS-B, XM 
radio and XM weather are 
optional features. [for other im-
ages see the Special ALEA edition of 
PAN] 
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American Eurocopter has announced the introduction of its FAA part 141 approved NVG 
Check Airman/Instructor Pilot course. The purpose of the course is to train Check Airmen 
and Instructor Pilots to evaluate and teach pilots within their organisations to operate with 
Night Vision Goggles. Upon completion of this course, students should be able to create an 
effective NVG proficiency flight evaluation to be used within their own organization to deter-
mine both pilot proficiency and training program effectiveness.   
The NVG Check Airman/Instructor Pilot course focuses on proficiency flight evaluation re-
quirements and techniques, with emphasis on endorsements, regulations and classroom 
modules. The course contains 12.7 hours of ground instruction and 4.0 hours of flight train-
ing. Subjects included in the course are Accident Review, Current Regulatory State and 
Evolution, Creating NVG Training, and Characteristics and Responsibilities of the Instructor 
Pilot. Students who attend this course will learn how to conduct an NVG scenario-based 
proficiency flight evaluation, which includes performing multiple aircraft emergency proce-
dures to a landing/touchdown.  
The first class was completed on July 11. Tom Urso, Pilot/Instructor with the Anaheim Po-
lice Department who completed the initial course, said “This course exceeded my expecta-
tions. I already have a sound and functional understanding of this esoteric subject. Ameri-
can Eurocopter has done an outstanding job of creating the NVG Instructor course and I 
truly feel that I can go back to work and begin training at once.” 
Classes are available now and applicants for this course are approved for attendance by 
the NVG Chief Instructor Pilot after review of their application. For a complete list of prereq-
uisites or more information contact the NVG Chief Instructor Pilot at nvgtrain-
ing@eurocopterusa.com. 
 
One year on from the launch of the Microdrones system with Mer-
seyside Police at PAUS07, the crowds at the Parc Aberporth Un-
manned Systems event watched footage from the newly en-
hanced MD4-200, now equipped with an HD and TI cameras. 
Later, the larger MD4-1000 was shown, with interest from the 
ACPO Steering Group for UAV and from the CAA regarding the 
system’s undoubted ability. A growing number of customers have 
requested both Encrypted data and digital telemetry (provided by 
Domo) and Secure onward transmission (by Tellemachus). [MW] 
 
Metro Aviation has signed a completion contract with Addison, Texas based Omniflight 
Helicopters, Inc. to finish four new air medically configured Eurocopter AS350B3 AStar heli-
copters. Metro has already commenced work on the aircraft at their main facility in Shreve-
port, Louisiana and all aircraft will be delivered this year. 
Omniflight Helicopters operates one hundred aircraft from 73 bases in 17 US states, with a 
strong presence across the Southwest, Midwest, and Southeast regions. Its focus is primar-
ily on inter-facility transport and on-site emergency scene response using both rotor- and 
fixed-wing aircraft. 
 
AeroComputers, Inc., has announced the launch of the UltiChart™ 5100. Designed to put 
a wealth of information and control at the fingertips of the operator, the 5100 is the next-
generation moving map system for public safety and military applications.  
The choice of more than 100 law enforcement agencies worldwide, UltiChart™ mapping 
systems are used daily to assist with operations ranging from routine patrols and vehicle 
recoveries to air support for high-speed chases. UltiChart™ uses aircraft GPS and camera 
information to build a complete geographic picture for the tactical flight crew. The system 
automatically displays street names, landmarks and other points of reference to the crew in 
real time while the aircraft moves. This instant supply of information is critical to ensuring 
the safety of law enforcement officers and the general public. 
UltiChart™ is also used by fire and rescue agencies around the world to collect real-time 
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geographic information about fire progression.  Situation commanders can then utilize inci-
dent perimeter and area calculations collected in-flight when devising and implementing fire-
fighting and evacuation planning. 

 
On July 9 it was publicly announced that a framework 
agreement has been signed confirming that GECI In-
ternational - www.geci.net – has taken a majority 
stake in Reims Aviation. Reims manufacture the 406 
twin that has sold into the patrol, surveillance and law 
enforcement market across the world. The most re-
cent deliveries were of replacement aircraft for two 
406’s operated by the Scottish Fisheries patrol oper-
ated by Highland Airways. Upon completion of the 
contract GECI will hold a 52.39% stake in Reims. 

This is a major step forward in Reims’ policy for developing its financial capacities, 
thereby securing its supply chain and an efficient after sale service to its key custom-
ers. 
 
The Disposal Service Authority [DSA] is offering an opportunity to place bids for the two 
F406 aircraft recently withdrawn from service with Scottish Fisheries. They were replaced 
by two new build F406 aircraft.  
The aircraft are equipped for EEZ missions by the Scottish Fishery Protection Agency 
(SFPA). The aircraft is in good condition and has been operated with comprehensive main-
tenance schedules. Equipment fit includes the RDR1500B search and surveillance radar. 
The aircraft would be ideal for any Government/Operator looking at acquiring an aerial EEZ, 
drug interdiction or general offshore surveillance capability or develop an existing one fur-
ther. One of the aircraft is configured for FLIR should the new operator require such a capa-
bility.  
The sale is by competitive tender and all bids must be received by the DSA by 15 August.. 
Each has a resrve price of £900,000. www.edisposals.com  
 
A few weeks ago the grand opening of NAASCO's newly redesigned web site was an-
nounced promising easier navigation, new information and free stuff at www.naasco.com  
The Free Stuff is now on-line on the site and as an added bonus NAASCO are giving away 
a Garmin Nuvi GPS to one of the sites visitors. The winner will be announced next month. 
Also new to the site is a listing of all the trade shows that NAASCO will be exhibiting at dur-
ing 2008 along with their complete capabilities listing. 
 
Peli™ Products, the global leader in the design and manufacture of virtually indestructible 
cases and advanced lighting systems, invites you to participate in its international Photo 
Contest. Send them your best pictures of Peli products “in action”!  
Peli wil take the winner of the contest – and their winning image - to Photokina at Cologne 
(Germany) for the world’s biggest and most important trade fair for photographic and imag-
ing industries.  
The deadline for entries is September 1, and the prize-winner will be contacted and an-
nounced on http://photocontest.peli.com on September 5. 
Full details of the competition’s rules, prize and judging procedures are available at http://
photocontest.peli.com/, where you can also submit your photographs after completing the 
submission form.  
 
Apical Industries Inc., has recently received EASA approval of their Tri-Bag Emergency 
Float System for AgustaWestland A119/ AW119MkII helicopters.  
The Apical Tri-Bag Emergency Float systems for the Agusta A119/AW119MkII include 2 
forward and 2 aft bags and additionally, offer a baggage compartment mounted reservoir 

www.geci.net
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option.  The systems are compatible with 
ground handling wheels, the float bags may be 
removed in only minutes, and the systems are 
available either with or without integrated ex-
ternal liferafts. 
The Tri-Bag Emergency Flotation System with 
Liferafts is recognized the world over as being 
the first fully integrated survival solution for 
helicopters.  The Tri-Bag system provides the 
most stable float platform in the industry and, 
having been designed with aircraft recovery in 
mind, allow the helicopter to be towed at ap-
proximately 10 knots.   
 
FLIR Systems has received a $6.3M order from the General Headquarters of the United 
Arab Emirates Ministry of Defense for the company's Star SAFIRE(R) III stabilised, multi-
sensor systems. The units delivered under this order will be installed on fixed-wing surveil-
lance platforms for use in counter-smuggling and counter-terror missions within the United 
Arab Emirates. The order is a follow-on option to a previously signed contract between FLIR 
and the General Headquarters. This $6.3M option brings the total value of the contract 
award to over $34M within the past year.  
Work on this order will be performed at FLIR's facilities in Portland, Oregon and deliveries 
are expected to be completed within the next twelve months.  
 
Research and Markets based in Dublin Ireland is offering a range of new publications that 
may be of interest. 
Their 2007-08 Civil Helicopter Handbook provides an essential guide to the rotorcraft indus-
try and incorporates information from the EHA handbook, operators, suppliers and product 
guide. It also provides in depth information covering rotorcraft specs, used helicopter val-
ues, airframe manufacturers, brokers and associations. The handbook is available in hard-
back form at €106. Details are available at www.researchandmarkets.com 
 
In the wake of last years take-over of the Shephard Group the publishing and conference 
provider rationalised its operation and downsized. As a result it moved offices last month 
[July 21] to The Shephard Group, 268 Bath Road, Slough, Berkshire, SL1 4DX – as a result 
of the move all the telephone numbers in the organisation have altered to a series com-
mencing +44 1753 727*** and the fax is now +44 1753 727002 [01753 727002 local]. Up to 
date details can be found on their website, this and the E-mails remain unchanged. 
www.shephard.co.uk 
 
Pratt & Whitney Canada (P&WC) is evaluating the feasibility of using "second generation" 
biofuels that originate from sources that do not compete with human food sources. These 
could include jatropha and algae derived biofuels, as well as biobutanol to power aircraft 
engines.  
The objectives for the four-year project include identifying and assessing appropriate biofu-
els, studying their effect on engine components such as combustors and fuel systems, de-
veloping appropriate technologies and design changes to accommodate them, and conduct-
ing tests comparing current jet fuels with first generation ethanol, as well as second genera-
tion biofuels.  
The alternative fuel project is one of several initiatives announced recently by the govern-
ments of Canada and India under a joint research collaboration agreement in the field of 
science and technology. The Canadian portion is being funded through the International 
Science and Technology Partnerships Program.  
P&WC has previously undertaken extensive research into alternative jet fuel blends using 

www.researchandmarkets.com
www.shephard.co.uk
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shale and tar sand oil derived products, as well as hydrogen.  
 
Sikorsky Aircraft's S-92Â® helicopter has logged more than 150 rescues in the challenging 
topography of the North Sea and North Atlantic since being introduced into service by the 
UK  Maritime and Coastguard Agency under the operation of CHC Helicopter Corp. 
The S-92 fleet continues to perform at an impressive operational tempo with the fleet re-
cently passing 100,000 total flight hours since the first production S-92 helicopter was deliv-
ered in late 2004. There are now 67 S-92 helicopters in operation, eleven of which fly an 
estimated 130-170 hours per month; 13 of have more than 3,500 flight hours to date. Op-
erational availability for the S-92 fleet averaged 91% in 2007. 
 
ImageTree Corporation has signed a 12-year agreement with Blom Group the European 
leader in collection of geographic information, for North American licensing rights to Blom’s 
lidar technology.  
Lidar, a remote-sensing system used to aerially collect topographic data, is a critical compo-
nent of ImageTree’s Forest Sense technology platform, which provides precise, timely and 
cost-effective forest inventory analysis.  
Blom, the Oslo, Norway-based company has been in the mapping business for more than a 
half-century and is European leader in collecting and processing map and image data, and 
is among the world’s largest collectors of aerial geographic information, with dozens of air-
craft platforms located from North Africa to Finland.  
Blom Group, established in 1954, focuses on collecting and processing high-quality geo-
graphical information and developing software applications and services based on this infor-
mation. Located in 12 offices and production units throughout Europe and employing more 
than 1,000 staff, Blom provides a wide variety of mapping & geographic and navigation & 
location products and services, meeting local, regional and international standards and 
specifications. The company has subsidiaries in Norway, Sweden, Denmark, Finland, Ger-
many, the UK, Italy, Spain, Portugal and Poland. 
 
Pilatus Aircraft has announced that the PC-12 fleet has now surpassed 2 million flight 
hours. Introduced in 1994, the PC-12 fleet continues to grow through recognition of its ex-
cellent abilities and outstanding utility. Today the global fleet numbers in excess of 800 air-
craft. www.pilatus-aircraft.com 
 
Visitors to this year’s Farnborough Air Show may have noticed a new name on the "hi-viz" 
jackets of the engineering support staff at the event – Powervamp Ltd.  
This small UK company, which has been providing ground power and ramp services at air 
shows for the past six years, has shifted into a new gear at Farnborough by taking on the 
entire AEST (Aircraft Engineering Support Team) contract for the whole event. The com-
pany is celebrating its appointment as a notable success for British industry, and a vote of 
support for the independent sector. 
Under the terms of the deal, Powervamp was responsible for organising all aircraft ground 
handling during the event, managing aircraft movements and positioning, towing services, 
providing access steps, ground power units and other essential equipment for the duration 
of the show. 
Weston Super Mare-based Powervamp has been a manufacturer and supplier of ground 
power systems to the aviation industry since the early 1990s, and is a recognised world 
leader in this market. Its compact, portable engine starting systems are in use with civil and 
military aircraft operators and at airports on every continent. 
Since 2000 the company has been running a separate ground support division, and has 
been a major supplier to the world’s aircraft manufacturers at Farnborough, Paris and else-
where. At recent shows it has supplied ground power equipment for dozens of aircraft on 
behalf of numerous companies such as Airbus, Bombardier, Embraer, Gulfstream and Ray-
theon. www.powervamp.com 
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Since the last Farnborough show McAlpine Helicopters became a part of Eurocopter and 
the range of work undertaken has now extended into the military sector. Although they 
launched the police AS355 at the bi-annual event in the past decade ‘Macs’ increasingly 
saw themselves out of place there. Now with a far wider remit they have effectively returned 
to the fold as Eurocopter UK. That said it has been Eurocopter marketing that has led the 
field on pushing the companies focus on the UK military market with its requirements for 
SAR and medium helicopter capabilities by displaying mock-ups of the EC725 and the 
NH90. Nonetheless Eurocopter helicopters account for 75% of the existing UK and Ireland 
police air support market and a significant proportion of the air ambulance sector and at the 
moment this remains their public face in the region. 
This is destined to change in the near future, in June 2007 the UK MoD awarded the  manu-
facturer an Assessment Phase contract for the Life Extension Programme for the RAF’s 
fleet of Puma helicopters. This is being managed by a Eurocopter/MoD Joint Project Office 
(JPO) based in Bristol but includes tasks such as surveying the feasibility of the rebuild on 
site at RAF Benson near Oxford. More than a handful of voices have expressed the opinion 
that it might be cheaper and ultimately more cost-effective to buy new. The ‘ten year’ life 
extension programme would see the aircraft given Makila 1A1 engines and a glass cockpit 
in a process that will take nine months for each airframe and in the timescale 2009 to 2013. 
Inevitably some of this work might take place in Oxford with Eurocopter UK but it will put 
severe pressure on the existing facilities.  
The UK division is headquartered in Oxford and has embraced the additional bases set up 
by the earlier organisation in Dublin (Ireland), Belfast (Northern Ireland), Hawarden (Wales), 
and the JPO in Bristol. As more ‘unfamiliar’ work comes in it may be expected that further 
expansion will take place to the UK face of the group. Looking back at over 30 years of ex-
perience with Eurocopter products, McAlpine sold well over 200 helicopters. This success is 
attributable to the highly skilled workforce, its capacity to design, install, flight test and certify 
modifications tailored to the market requirements, and to deliver first-class support for a 
very sizeable helicopter fleet – including training, spares provision, storage and manage-
ment.  
 
AgustaWestland were displaying its range of military and commercial models including the 
AW139, the market leader in the medium twin helicopter market, the AW109 twin engine 
helicopter and the AW119 Ke.  
The AW109E Power continues to be a best seller in the light twin market where it has domi-
nated the corporate transport market and is increasingly becoming the standard helicopter 
for law enforcement and air ambulance duties in many countries.  
The Grand which was introduced to the market at Farnborough Air Show in 2004 is now the 
market leader in the corporate helicopter market and in just four years has achieved over 
230 sales.  
As the best selling medium twin turbine engine helicopter in the world with over 350 units on 
order by approximately 100 customers in nearly 40 countries, the AW139 has become the 
helicopter of choice in the SAR market and has also had great success in the emergency 
medical services and some police markets.  
The sole new generation helicopter in its class, the AW139 was designed to perform the 
most demanding SAR missions and in sharp contrast to many in the industry who found 
fault with such as the perceived hover angle when winching has been described by its op-
erators as the most advanced SAR helicopter in its class in service today.  
Putting pressure on larger craft AgustaWestland are to certify the AW139 with a Maximum 
Gross Weight (MGW) of 6,800 kg, enabling the type to target market requirements which 
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today can be met only by larger more expensive helicopter types. The increased MGW op-
tion has been developed as a kit that will be available on all new production aircraft as well 
as for helicopters already in service with no airframe modifications. EASA certification of 
MGW increase is expected by the end of 2008 with FAA certification soon after. 
 
Bell Helicopter wrapped up Farnborough Air Show by adding 24 orders across the full 
range of its product line as it hosted over 1,000 guests in its chalet.  
During Farnborough Bell continued to receive positive product reviews of the 429 as the 
backlog swelled to over 300. Customer anticipation is building as the company anticipates 
achieving certification in early 2009. 
 
Viking Air Limited of Victoria BC, Canada 
are continuing with their plans to return the 19 
seat DHC-6 Twin Otter to production. At the 
show they announced a further orderfrom a 
Montenegro charter company for delivery in 
2011. Deliveries of the new build should start 
next year to meet the 40 aircraft currently 
sold. www.vikingair.com   
 

ACCIDENTS & INCIDENTS 
29 June 2008 Bell 407 N407GA Air ambulance 
29 June 2008 Bell 407 N407MJ Air ambulance 
The two medical helicopters collided and crashed into a wooded area on the approach to 
the Flagstaff Medical Center near Flagstaff, Arizona. Six fatalities took place at the scene 
and one other injured subsequently died. [AP] 
Ed: Shortly after this crash occurred another programme, Calstar of McClellan, California  
distributed information that on May 27 their BO105 N477CS had been on approach to a 
hospital pad with patient aboard. The pilot had to take evasive action to avoid a public 
agency Bell 205 on a collision course.  The Bell 205 aircraft never changed course, there-
fore it can be assumed the CALSTAR aircraft was never seen by them. Although the CAL-
STAR pilot had made repeated attempts to contact the other aircraft via all known common 
use radio frequencies.  The landing was delayed as the other aircraft remained in the area, 
thus creating a 
hazard. After many attempts, the other aircraft was contacted and the landing was com-
pleted safely. The unidentified agency operating the 205 was contacted shortly afterward 
and they have agreed to monitor 123.050 MHz when flying in the vicinity of hospital heli-
pads. 
CALSTAR is seeking support for a statewide HEMS radio frequency. A meeting of all Cali-
fornia HEMS operators was scheduled for late last month to discuss the issue and devise 
procedures to avoid collisions. 
 
3 July 2008 Bell 205A-1 N58HJ Fire fighting mission. Was substantially damaged on MRB 
hitting tree at Blue Canyon, near Auburn, California. [FAA] 
 
4 July 2008 Eurocopter BO105 ZS-RAW   South African Police. A police helicopter 
crashed in Soweto, southwest of Johannesburg, after it hit power lines while pursuing two 
men who had earlier robbed people at gunpoint. The Bolkow landed upright with its tail 
boom almost severed and the cabin badly smashed, the three officers on board were seri-
ously injured. [Media] 

www.vikingair.com
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5 July 2008 Westland Sea King ‘122’ SAR Royal Air Force. An RAF search and rescue 
helicopter based at RAF Valley had itself to be rescued after it broke down on a mercy mis-
sion. The Sea King suffered mechanical problems while undertaking a mission to rescue an 
injured walker on Snowdon. The craft ended up stranded at Nant Peris, near Llanberis, after 
the crew was forced to land. The aircraft was subsequently recovered by air lift using an 
RAF Chinook. [RAF] 
 
6 July 2008 Bell 412 N412UM. Air ambulance of St. Mary's CareFlight, Grand Junction, 
Colorado operated by PHI. While in cruise flight. Aircraft experienced #2 hydraulic system 
failure. Pilot completed the emergency checklist and made a precautionary landing without 
incident. After inspecting the aircraft, the Mechanic repaired a hydraulic leak and replen-
ished the hydraulic fluid. The aircraft returned to base without incident. [Concern] 
 
8 July 2008 Sikorsky S-76 C-???? Air ambulance of Ontario Air Ambulance Service 
[ornge]. The helicopter was called in to assist in a car crash on Water street Kitchener, On-
tario to take an injured man to Hamilton hospital. But a warning light came on and the heli-
copter had to stay parked and disabled on the lawn at Galt Collegiate Institute overnight. 
[Media]  
 
11 July 2008 Agusta A109E Power N109DU. Air ambulance of AirMed Inc. Augusta Geor-
gia. The pilot picked aircraft up to hover, conducted a power check and determined aircraft 
ready for flight. The aircraft flew off the helipad but whilst still at an altitude of around 30 feet 
both engines lost power. The pilot immediately made an attempt to return to the helipad but 
instead landed in an adjacent grass area but struck a guard fence causing slight damage to 
the landing gear and undersurface of the aircraft. [Concern] 
 
17 July 2008 Beech Bonanza N36CL. Air ambulance. Angel Flight. Operating a hospital 
transport flight from Vandenburg Airport, Tampa the Witham Field near Stuart the aircraft 
crashed about 100 feet off a runway killing all three persons on board. The weather was 
reported as a thunderstorm. The patient was 49-years old Patricia Snyder of Stuart, the pilot 
was 81-year-old H. E. Northcott. Fifteen-year-old Tyler McLellan also died in the crash [Media/
FAA] 
 
21 July 2008 MD Helicopters MD902 Explorer N902CS Air ambulance of CALSTAR of 
McClellan, California. The crew reported a loss of anti-torque control as they brought the 
aircraft to a hover at the Salinas, CA base when returning from a mission.  No injuries were 
reported. The pilot executed a hovering autorotation resulting in damage to the skid cross-
tubes.  The loss of anti-torque control was caused by the failure of the thruster cone control 
rod.  All CALSTAR MD902 aircraft are grounded until further notice pending an inspection of 
the control rods. [Concern] 
 
23 July 2008 helicopter Bay County Sheriff's Office helicopter had a midair collision with a 
seagull during rough-surf lifesaving operations over Panama City Beach. The impact dam-
aged the left side windscreen. It was able to fly back to its base at Panama City - Bay 
County International Airport where he landed it without further incident. The seagull was 
found in the rear passenger compartment.  

http://www.fireandrescueexpo.com/
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EVENT 
ALEA HOUSTON JULY 16-19 2008 
Last month PAN was at one of the more important diary dates in the 
police aviation market, the Annual Conference & Exposition of the Air-
borne Law Enforcement Association. This is the subject of an additional 
report and you may find that some pertinent news items appear in the 
supplement  rather than in this edition. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PEOPLE 
ISNR London has appointed Brett Lovegrove to head up the 2008 Advisory Council for this major 
international security exhibition and conference. Brett has just stepped down from his role as Head of 
Counter-Terrorism for the City of London Police to set up his own security advisory consultancy.  
The ISNR London Advisory Council has been created to ensure that the show continues to address 
the issues affecting the security industry today. The council’s advice and insight is already helping to 
shape the high-level conference programme as well as the exhibition’s free-to-attend, on-floor semi-
nar programme. 
As head of the Advisory Council Brett Lovegrove brings a wealth of policing and national security 
experience with him after 30 years with the Metropolitan and City of London Police Service. His ca-
reer has spanned a broad range of police skills including uniformed, academic, strategic and detec-
tive duties. He has been involved in many counter-terrorism operations in both Northern Ireland and 
Europe as well as being in charge of London’s high security Paddington Green police station. 
Brett transferred to the City of London just over five years ago. Here, as Head of Counter-Terrorism 
for the City, his remit included overseeing the capital’s Counter-Terrorism Section, Emergency Plan-
ning and Business Continuity, CBRN, Police Search Advisors and Architectural Liaison divisions. His 
units undertook both overt and covert operations aimed at protecting the City from potential terrorist 
attacks. He was also heavily involved in orchestrating and co-ordinating the City’s response to the 
July 7 bombings in 2005. 
ISNR London takes place on the 2nd & 3rd December 2008 at the National Hall, Olympia. For further 
information please visit www.isnrlondon.com 
 
UPCOMING 
27-29 August 2008 Fire and Rescue 2008 ACC Liverpool. Following on from the phenomenal suc-
cess of the launch event in May 2007 at the NEC Birmingham, Fire & Rescue 2008 returns and this 
time co-locates with the World Firefighter Games.  
Attracting over 100 exhibitors and thousands set to attend, Fire & Rescue 2008 will take its interna-
tional status even further, with the World Firefighter Games expected to pull in 5,000 firefighters from 
around the world.  
With a series of live demonstrations and high level conference Fire & Rescue will bring the very best 
suppliers and manufacturers under one roof at the new ACC in Liverpool. 
Fire & Rescue Expo is run in association with CFOA, FPA and IFE 
Tel: +44 20 7921 8063 Email: gdunphy@cmpi.biz Website: http://www.fireandrescueexpo.com/ 
 
2-3 September 2008 35th National Association of Police Fleet Managers Conference & Exhibition, 
Cheltenham Race Course, Gloucestershire. +44 1380 734199 www.wiltshire.police.uk/napfm 
napfm.conf@wiltshire.pnn.police.uk  
 
18 September 2008 Search & Rescue Summit and Helicopter Heroism Awards, Shereton-Reston, 
Virginia www.searchandrescuesummit.com 
 

www.wiltshire.police.uk/napfm
www.searchandrescuesummit.com
http://www.fireandrescueexpo.com/
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24-26 September 2008 5th China International Rescue and Salvage Conference and Exhibition in Xi 
An, China. 
 
6-8 October 2008 NBAA 61st Annual Meeting & Convention in Orlando.  
 
5-6 November 2008 Police Aviation Conference, London. 
Organised by Shephard Conferences and using a pro-
gramme compiled by the Editor of Police Aviation News 
this years event in the Olympia Conference Centre looks 
likely to a classic  event. The conference programme and 
its associated exhibition includes speakers from across 
Europe and the United States covering a variety of subjects 
on the theme of co-operation between operators and na-
tions.  Based upon the two most recent events the organis-
ers can promise you an occasion that should not be missed both for content and for the opportunity 
to network. Look it up www.shephard.co.uk/police  
 
11-13 November 2008 The 3rd edition of the biennial International Heli-
copter Technology & Operations Exhibition, Dubai Helishow 2008, is 
scheduled to take place from November 11 to 13, 2008 at the East Hall, 
Airport Expo, Dubai, UAE.  
The show will feature exhibitors from around the world who will showcase 
their products and services through indoor exhibits, static craft displays, 
and flight demonstrations.  
Some of the Key Exhibitors at this year’s show include: AgustaWestland, 
Boeing, CAE Flight Training, Enstrom Helicopter, Eurocopter, Falcon Avia-
tion, G&C International the representative of Robinson Helicopters in the 
Middle East, Hawker Pacific Air Services, representing Bell Helicopter in 
the Middle East, Horizon International Training Academy, MD Helicopters, 
a Russian Pavilion representing Kazan and Mil and Sikorsky Helicopters. 
Both the Abu Dhabi Police Air Wing and the Dubai Police Air Wing will 
have a presence at the show and may be expected to be showing their 
new aircraft and they will be joining such as Breeze Eastern, Powervamp 
and TLC Helilift among the previous attendees at the show. 
The popularity and success of the earlier editions of Dubai Helishow, has 
attracted a growing number of new participants for this year’s show. They 
include: Aerolite Max Bucher AG, Avicorp, Bayards Aluminium Constructies 
BV, Bristow Helicopters, Bristow Academy, GENA Systems, Goodrich Sen-
sors & Integrated Systems, Honeywell, Industria de Turbo Propulsores, 
Onboard Systems, Pall Corporation, RFD Beaufort, Saudi HEMS, Simplex 
Manufacturing Company and Tulsa Turbine Engines & Aircraft.  
A significant development in this year’s Dubai Helishow is the launch of the 
Dubai Air Medical & Rescue Show 2008 – a specialist exhibition which 
focuses on air ambulance, air rescue, air evacuation and other medical 
transport services and will be held alongside Dubai Helishow 2008.      
Helicopter Association International (HAI) will be conducting a comprehen-
sive educational program offering courses on such topics as safety, main-
tenance, economics among others during the Dubai Helishow 2008.  

www.shephard.co.uk/police
www.helimetrics.com

