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Wiener Neustadt, Austria—Aviation Technology Brought together 
I am assured that all things come to an end, and as I know that events and life itself are finite a plan is in 
hand to assure the future of PAvCon Europe into the foreseeable future. 
 
So far the plan has gone well and, thanks to all the attendees, supporters and organisers, the latest edi-
tion turned out to have the biggest and most varied turn out of aviation professionals yet—all under the 
watchful eyes of a new Dynamic Range management team centred around Imogen Banks.  
 
I have been organising Police Aviation Conferences in Europe since 2006, the PAvCon brand since 2009 
and PAvCon Europe since 2018. That is 14 live events over an 18 year spread. Great fun, if a little ex-
hausting and daunting, at times, but most importantly perhaps is the events have turned out to be inter-
esting and mostly productive in a business sense. 
 
The marque is being progressively passed to the safe new hands over the next few years. 
 

Bryn Elliott 
 
The Wiener Neustadt Gathering 
The 2024 event was an unexpected return to the cavernous modern hangar of Airborne Technolo-
gies’ (ABT) in Wiener Neustadt, Austria after difficulties arose with going to France as the next logical 
venue.  For the thwarted 2024 French hosts, the Gendarmerie, it was a shrewd move subsequently born 
out by events. The overall pressures of time focusing on the Paris Olympics, manpower difficulties asso-
ciated with failing to attract new staff for the Games period and the severe unrest in New Caledonia was 
distracting in the extreme. 
 
Further assessment of the situation will undoubtedly mean that the Gendarmerie hosting will now slip to 
2026 and that 2025 will therefore have as yet undetermined hosts.  There are several attractive offers 
already in place.  
 
Back in 2022, the last time PAvCon was held in Wiener Neustadt, the ABT facility was always seen as a 
challenge for everyone concerned. The main question was whether industrial rivals to ABT would feel 
threatened by being, as it were, in the enemy camp, and equally whether the host company would also 
feel threatened by having their rivals more or less able to roam unchecked around the facility.  It did not 
prove to be a problem in either case and there are clear signs that it made many of the companies more 
likely to work together in the future. When the new opportunity to repeat the 2022 experience presented 
itself, ABT were quick to offer their facility once again for this year. 
 
During the set up phase of the recent event some early doubts about technology integrity and proximity 
of rivals were expressed but within hours they were withdrawn.  That does not mean that such issues will 
never rise up again at different venues, but it does show promise for future cooperation across what is a 
relatively small industry sector. 
 
Due to on-going tender issues relating to them seeking airframe upgrades, the air police in Austria were 
unable to appear to support their local industry this year. The problem halted plans to visit exhibitors (or 
even welcome them) and take part in training sessions. Again, it was initially seen as a ‘difficulty’ likely to 
damage the overall event but it was soon glossed over. 
 
The weather was good and mostly warm – although there were irregular dramatic downpours to keep 
everyone on their toes. Rain when it fell was imbued with the chill of mountain streams and the drops 
were the size of tea cups. Impressive and to be avoided where possible!    
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Compared with the two previous events in Austria 
the aircraft content in the static park was most 
definitely fixed wing in flavour – although the 
presence of the diminutive rotary wing Scheibel S
-100 was most welcome. If it were not for the 
presence of the inordinately busy air ambulance 
next door to the ABT facility we might have for-
gotten that the helicopter had ever been invented. 
 
As the home airfield of Diamond Aircraft, the main 
air traffic movements were focussed on the fixed 
wing output of the factory across the runway un-
dertaking test flights and the regular demonstra-
tion flights undertaken by the DHC/Viking Twin 
Otter operating from the ABT facility. 
 
The modern take on the 50 years old DHC-6 Twin Otter was the by now familiar ten-years old C-GVKI, 
the demonstrator jointly operated by DHC/Viking and ABT from Austria and wearing blue and light grey 
‘camouflage.’   
 
In the hangar and out of public view was the first Twin Otter for the Danish Home Guard surveillance 
unit.  A few days after the PAvCon Europe conference and exhibition the second Twin Otter destined for 
Denmark flew in to join the conversion process. Like its stablemate the new arrival, wearing civil marks 
OY-FHC, is overall grey with standard trim and national marks. The first machine, reported on in the 
April edition of PAN, was marked ’22.’  The type is destined to replace the smaller Britten-Norman BN-2 
Islander in undertaking ISR missions in support the police and military in Denmark. 
 
Some forty exhibitors filled the hall.  Weeks prior to the event the exhibitor spaces were filled and the 
organisers were only able to offer late comers the option of walking the floor and perhaps a space for a 
remote pop up display in some corner ‘somewhere’. Several additional attendees took up the option, it 
was the first time I recall that the event was ‘sold out’ to industry. 

Despite the negative vibes of the self-exclusion of the Austrian Air Police, there was a good number of 
air police and military of different European nationalities extending from Finland in the north to Cyprus in 
the south and most nations in between.  They were present for flight training and to seek information on 
new products from exhibitors and in the conference room. 
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As has been customary the main PAvCon Europe training effort aimed at Tactical Flight Officers was un-
dertaken immediately prior to the main event on the Monday. The trainers were Inspector Harald Brink, 
Netherlands, and Luc Stremersch, Belgium, retired.  The content was free, sponsored by FLIR Textron 
and FlySight, and included a restricted section on tactics. With the enforced Austrian police absence num-
bers were slightly down this year. 

Although not directly associated with PAvCon Europe a second series of training sessions was run by the 
Airborn Sensor Operators Group (ASOG) using the facilities previously used for the conference. The 
ASOG Airborne Mission Management Systems & Sensors Course, held from May 30 to May 31, provided 
participants with an intensive and comprehensive learning experience. With a diverse group of instructors 
from ASOG, FlySight, Centum, Safran, and Smith Myers, the course aimed to enhance the skills of Air-
borne Sensor Operators (ASO) and non-rated aircrew.  
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The main differences between the two was that the ASOG training was paid for by attendees and was 
open to a wider clientele. Both training solutions offer the attendees opportunities to discuss flight safety, 
engender greater understanding of the equipment and discus tactics with an international audience. De-
spite the two different options in style, I am led to understand that some senior management in several 
nationalities believe that there is no value in such training and interaction.  Such attitudes in the often re-
mote senior ranks are universal it seems. Unfortunately they do not help the aims of what is supposed to 
be one of the few gathering places for international policing in Europe. 
 
Despite the management difficulties the formula continues to work well enough. 
 
Front and centre at PAvCon were the three aircraft in the static (the Twin Otter, DA-62 and the S100) and 
they tended to overshadow the other offerings by sheer size but it did not take long to note that there were 
potentially attractive new products in the displays.   The regular PAvCon attendee Trakka, best known for 
their unique searchlight design were displaying a very different LED design on their booth space, Close by 
Spectrolab were exhibiting for the first time, they too were exhibiting a visually similar LED searchlight. 
Surely products to be investigated by prospective customers although, perhaps fortunately, there was in-
sufficient power available for some sort of competitive light show.  
 
There was marginally less direct competition between the providers of cameras, instruments, displays and 
systems. They were many and varied. The point being that much of the variety available in the market was 
gathered in one place for comparison. 
 
Smith Myers used PAvCon Europe to make significant announcements that highlighted their commitment 
to innovation and excellence in the field of search and rescue technology. 
 
Team Smith Myers arrived at PAvCon Europe 2024 with a salvo of firsts, as soon as they touched down at 
Wiener Neustadt.  
 
Key milestones announced included news that the company had achieved the prestigious and internation-
ally acclaimed King’s Award for Enterprise Innovation 2024 and selection to be integrated on the Royal 
Canadian Air Force (RCAF) Cormorant Search and Rescue Helicopter Mid-Life Upgrade (CMLU) Project.  

http://www.enterprisecontrol.co.uk
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The Smith Myers' ARTEMIS Mobile Phone Detection Location System was chosen to be a key component 
of the upgrade. 
 
The company fielded a strong exec team in Austria, featuring MD Andrew Munro, who presented at the 
conference on ARTEMIS mobile phone detection for SAR and law enforcement, in addition to co-founding 
director Peter Myers and training manager Ewan MacDonald, who was a key member of the instructor 
team at the FlySight-sponsored (ASOG) Airborne Sensor Operators Group inaugural two-day Airborne 
Mission Management Systems Course.  
 
World class! What a great line-up - all aircraft fitted with Smith Myers ARTEMIS airborne solutions on 
board at PAvCon Europe 2024 in the Wiener Neustadt, �� sunshine: Diamond Aircraft D62 MPP Guardi-
an, Schiebel S100 Camcopter UAV and Airborne Technologies GmbH, Austria De Havilland Aircraft of 
Canada Limited Special Missions Twin Otter. 
 
Recognising Continuing Innovation  
Recently selected for several major UK, European and North American SAR and Coast Guard Programs, 
ARTEMIS provides a new and mission critical capability to aircrew/first responders and is deployed 
around the world in Maritime Patrol, Border Control, Aerial Firefighting and Natural Disasters.   
 
Norway flightpath to Canadian win  
Smith Myers, announcement that it has been selected to be integrated on the 
RCAF Cormorant upgrade comes on the back of earlier announcements of 
the equipment being selected for fitting to the Norwegian EH101 programme 
and on a range of Bristow led Coast Guard contracts across the globe.  
 
Smith Myers' ARTEMIS Mobile Phone Detection Location System is a critical 
addition to the CMLU, contributing to the overall effectiveness of search and 
rescue operations. This innovative technology enables precise mobile phone 
detection, enhancing location accuracy and reducing search times. The result is a more efficient and fo-
cused rescue effort, enabling  
 
ARTEMIS has been in active service saving lives around the world since 2017. The growing global cus-
tomer base includes multiple programmes in the UK, Europe, North America, South America, Southeast 
Asia, Australia and The Middle East. 

http://www.l3harris.com
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RMCI was exhibiting for the first time at PAvCon Europe. Making the occasion extra special, RMCI has 
just gained EASA STC approval for all MD helicopters for the installation of integrated health and usage 
monitoring systems (HUMS). 
 
RMCI already has vast experience in aviation health monitoring.  RMCI’s customers include the U.S. Na-
vy, U.S. Army Aviation Engineering Directorate and Aviation and Missile Command Headquarters, the 
U.S. Coast Guard, the Missile Defense Agency, NASA, U.S. Air Force and the Aerospace Industries Asso-
ciation. 
 
RMCI also has a growing civil aviation customer base.  EASA STC approval will expand RMCI’s opera-
tions into Europe and Africa, led from its UK-based office in Derbyshire, England. 
 
RMCI Inc. and Dr. Lesley Brealey from the UK office are currently exhibiting at PAVCOM Europe in Aus-
tria and can be found on stand number 21. 

http://www.nwamuseum.co.uk
http://www.chs-helicopter.de
https://www.aem-corp.com/our-products/digital-audio-system/?utm_source=PAN_Newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Digital+Audio
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WIENER NEUSTADT 
A guide to Wiener Neustadt (pronunciation: ˈviːnɐ ˈnɔʏʃtat); which translates 
into English as 'Newtown in the land of Vienna.' 
 
Aviation in the locality dates back to around 1910 and included a factory that 
produced Messerschmitt Bf109 aircraft. Wiener Neustadt East Airport is a 
modern landing ground serving Wiener Neustadt, for business and general 
aviation but doesn't feature commercial scheduled services. Separate from the 
East Airport is a military landing ground off to the west where the Austrian Po-
lice are building a new aviation facility designed to replace a base they have in 
their Headquarters in the centre of Vienna. 
 
The modern East Airport is the home of several Internationally important avia-
tion entities including manufacturers Diamond Aircraft and Schiebel and the 
event hosts — Airborne Technologies. All three exhibited at this years event. 

 
Founded in 1951 in Vienna, the globally operating Schiebel Group focuses on the development, design 
and production of the revolutionary CAMCOPTER® S-100 Unmanned Air System (UAS). Certified to 
meet AS/EN 9100 standards, Schiebel has built an international reputation for producing high-tech 
military, commercial and humanitarian products. The current factory, opened in September 2006, is just a 
few hundred metres from the PAvCon Europe venue. Schiebel also has facilities in Vienna, Manassas, 
Virginia (USA), Abu Dhabi (UAE), and Shoalhaven (Australia). A new facility opened recently in France. 
 
Diamond Aircraft Industries 
GmbH, was founded in 1981. 
The aircraft are produced in 
state of the art facilities located 
across the runway in Wiener 
Neustadt, and London, Ontario, 
Canada, as well as in third par-
ty license facilities to serve 
their respective markets. Origi-
nally an Austrian entity Dia-
mond is now under Chinese 
ownership with a headquarters 
in Zhejiang Province, P.R. Chi-
na. 
 
From design through prototyp-
ing, production of tooling, the 
production of “real time pre-
preg” composite 
materials, to the manufacture 
of complete airframes, welded 
metal components, electrical harnesses, instrument panels, systems and assemblies, all of this work is 
performed in-house. The engines for most of their aircraft are produced at the Austro Engine GmbH plant 
also located on the airport. Diamond invite prospective customers to visit their facilities to see how they 
craft the most advanced, most efficient and safest piston aircraft available. 
 
Diamond hosted the first PAvCon event at Wiener Neustadt East Airport using an adjoining air museum in 
2013 to ensure that the show was on neutral territory.  
 
Airborne Technologies was founded on the airport in 2008 to offer innovative and flexible customization 
solutions to governments, police, military and many sectors of industry. They offer an aircraft type agnos-
tic service to integrate equipment from almost any source to produce a range of customer led ISR Turn-
key Solutions and to provide a worldwide service and on-site support.  Back in 2013 their facility was 
modest but subsequent site development has allowed them to provide a temporary home for the PAvCon 
Europe in both 2022 and this year. [A version of this text, based on Wickipedia, appeared in the programme published for the event ]. 

http://www.policeaviationnews.com
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https://www.bellflight.com/products/commercial/public-safety-helicopters?utm_source=pan&utm_medium=paid-display&utm_content=publicsafetyreadiness&utm_campaign=public-safety&utm_term=epublication
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CENTUM released data covering the past year showing how Lifeseeker, its airborne phone location sys-
tem, is helping Search and Rescue (SAR) teams around the world. With the number of successful mis-
sions increasing every year, it is becoming clear that Lifeseeker is an important part of SAR teams’ arse-
nal, particularly for rescues in urban and rural areas.  
 
Lifeseeker is now used by nearly 40 SAR operators in over 20 countries across four con-
tinents. In the past year, 70% of missions were conducted in Europe, 20% in North 
America, and the remaining 10% were split between Oceania and Asia. It enables SAR 
operators to locate people quickly and accurately, saving lives and optimizing operation-
al costs. It does so by treating their mobile phones as beacons, meaning the only re-
quirement is that the phone is turned on. There is no need for the phone to be connected 
to a network, or for the owner to be able to use it.  

http://www.flir.com/pan24
http://www.ableandrush.com
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FINALLY 
The question has been raised - Where do we go from here? - and the answer frankly lies with the younger 
generation and those that follow them. 
 
With the able assistance of numerous older cops and aviators the basis of PAvCon Europe has been put 
in place over the last  decade or so and all that it needs is for a newer generation garnered from across 
Europe (and that includes such as the recalcitrant British police aviators who think they are above learn-
ing  anything from others, whether old or new) to ensure that it is kept as an active option for international 
cooperation and discussion.  
 
It is worth noting that some of the most active promoters of cross border cooperation are the police in the 
Netherlands.  They regularly invite other countries to swell their training events in Amsterdam and are al-
so among the most active promoters of the PAvCon formula.  
 
The event is designed to reflect the ideals that the police wish to see. The proportions of training, market-
ing and leisure each event contains is a direct reflection of the wishes of those that provide verbal (or writ-
ten) input.  If no one expresses an opinion that cannot expect their views to be evident at the event.  
 
Importantly, this event is not the place for senior officers to propose content exclusively, it has long been 
assumed that most of them do not have any up to date and clear operational experience in a high technol-
ogy arena enabled by industry but undertaken by trained and experienced junior ranks. 
 
Finally, it should be clearly understood that the last place that clear operational 
knowledge reposes is in the brain of the President of PAvCon Europe, or even less so in 
his alter ego the Editor of Police Aviation News!  The future lies in the endeavours of a 
younger generation not someone approaching eighty years old.    
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http://www.trakkasystems.com/total-mission-solutions



